
In His Own Words: The Life of Angelo Tony Luongo  
(abridged)

Angelo Tony Luongo is a singer/songwriter and karaoke artist living and working in 
Toronto. He is also the subject of the ToBeScene documentary “Praying For Success.” For 
more information on Angelo and his music, and the documentary about his life, please visit 
www.prayingforsuccess.ca

I was born October 16, 1960, in a little city called Andretta, near Naples, 
Italy.  Our family was very poor.  We had no running water or washrooms or 
kitchen or laundry or phones or any other commodity or cars or any vehicles.  
I came to Canada in 1968 with my parents and my only brother Michael who is 
now deceased due to malignant cancer in the stomach.  We first lived in St. 
Catharines for two years and then moved to the St. Clair and Lansdowne area 
of Toronto.  

My childhood was great!  I went to High School at Oakwood Collegiate 
Institute where I played soccer and hockey for the teams.  There I also dated 
a wonderful girl from a real wonderful family for a few years.  We later broke 
up and that really hurt me bad emotionally.  Because when I love a lady I 
really love a lady.  People who know me, all know that about me.

I worked in a Toronto hospital washing pots and pans and there I met my future 
wife who is now my ex-wife.  We were married for about 11 years.  We were 
blessed by God with two very wonderful children in every way:  a precious boy 
and a precious girl, who are now young adults.  I want to help her and the kids 
when I can.  I haven’t been able to because I’ve been very ill during the last 
13 years.  My kids and I are very close now and so I’m very happy.
å
For the ten years while I was married, I worked as a house painter with a great 
Italian unionized company.  During the last two years of my painting career I 
started my own company because I was having a major problem with my left leg 
due to an injury that I had when I was a very young boy. 

Near the tenth year of painting my marriage was going bad.  I’m not blaming 
myself or my ex-wife but we just couldn’t live together anymore.  Plus my 
physical health wasn’t that good because the paint fumes were really getting 
to my head, body and brain.  I’d come home so tired and so stoned on the fumes 
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everyday.  And also working on high ladders a lot made my life very stressful 
because I’m very afraid of heights.  My marriage was at an end when my brother 
Michael died in 1991.  

The combination of all these things caused my illness, called manic depression.   
I spent about ten years in and out of psychiatric hospitals and have been out 
since 1999 because my great doctor Dr. Parikh has found the right medication 
and I am now very stable in my moods.  

Since leaving the hospital I’ve been singing karaoke and have become quite good 
at it.  I love to sing Elvis Presley songs.  Because of his music I’ve gotten a 
lot of exposure to sell my songs that I’ve written, sent by God whom I praise 
every moment of every day that I’m awake.  I am nothing without God, my 
wonderful parents, my good friends Nick E. Cushing and Aldo Erdic and others 
helping me, and all of the great healthcare we have in this great city of 
Toronto and province of Ontario.  And I’m also nothing without my two 
wonderful children.  

I’ve written about 40 songs and have recorded with Nick E. Cushing, Aldo 
Erdic, Esma Erdic, Alina Isac, George Mattioli and Helen Brodbeck.  I’ve done 
some videos with some of these same great people.  Nick and Aldo have helped 
me put out my first 13 song CD called You’re Breaking My Heart, which can be 
bought through www.tobescene.com.

During my years of doing karaoke, there have been some scary things that have 
happened in my life.  There were six murder attempts against my life around 
karaoke bars because of jealousy.  Just like how people were jealous of Jesus 
Christ and Elvis Presley.  Because of these murder attempts my body, head and 
brain are in constant pain.  

I am very poor right now.  All I have are my CDs and videos and movies to sell 
which I hope will happen soon with the great help of two great guys Nick E. 
Cushing and Aldo Erdic and others.  If I make money I want to help as many 
people as I can, starting from my family, Nick, Aldo and their families and their 
friends.

I want to make it to the top so I can help the bottom so we can all try to be 
in the middle.

I’m sorry if I left anything out.  Tune in next time for more of my life and 
beliefs and ideas and music projects and other projects God wants me to do. 
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